
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Aug. 24, 1933 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

J. J. CLEVELAND 
 

Since auto trucks have been made Jess Cleveland has been driving them. 

"I've tried many different lines of work, but have never found anything I enjoy doing more than truck driving," Cleveland 

said. 

He has been in the trucking business here for more than twelve years and began when working for the Smith Livery Stable. 

When Smith bought what was perhaps the first truck on Whidby Island, Jess Cleveland drove it. 

Since then he continued to work for the same firm which changed owners several times and was finally known as the Oak 

Harbor Auto Freight.  Cleveland was with that company for about seven years and two years ago bought a truck and went 

into business for himself.  Since then he has been kept busy hauling, but has had a little spare time in the evenings to work 

on his farm near Oak Harbor. 

Cleveland was born in Kansas in 1893 and moved West with his parents at the age of 13. He has lived on Whidby Island 

since 1910 and before that lived in Seattle and Puyallup where he attended school. The Clevelands with their family of two 

children now live on their farm just out of Oak Harbor. 

"As to a hobby, I really haven't got time for one," Cleveland laughed.  I haven’t taken a vacation for four years, but would 

like to hunt and fish if I had time." 

Cleveland is progressive in his views on business and believes in looking ahead. 

 


