From "Business Biographies™ in the Farm Bureau News, Sept. 14, 1933:
The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950.

BEN KOETJE

Ben Koetje, manager of the Oak Harbor branch of the Columbia Lumber Company has been in business since he was 20
years old when he started a transfer concern in Oak Harbor. He later started a lumber business here, sold the transfer
company and in 1930 sold out to the Columbia Lumber Company and has since managed the local yard.

Koetje was born in Michigan in 1899. His father came originally from Holland and his mother was a Michigan girl. They
moved to Oak Harbor in 1912.

Ben attended school here for a time then began working out. As working on the farm was not agreeable, he decided to take
up some other sort of work, so began a transfer business in 1919. While operating the transfer business, considerable
lumber hauling was done for the saw mill owned by Charlie Nienhuis, and when this mill was discontinued, Koetje decided
to start a lumber yard to supply Oak Harbor.

Barney Riksen, Charles Nienhuis and Ben Koetje began the lumber yard in partnership, and in the following year, Ben
bought out the other two and ran the business himself. He kept the transfer until 1931 when he sold it.

In 1930 Koetje sold his lumber business to the Columbia Lumber Company and the Oak Harbor yard is now one of the 14
yards controlled by that company.

"All the stock in the Columbia Lumber company is owned by employers and employes of the Company," Koetje explained.
"We employ three men at the Oak Harbor branch.

Ben is active in community affairs and was instrumental in helping start Oak Harbor's volunteer fire department of which he
was chief for several years. He enjoys travelling; and two years ago made a trip to Michigan, the place of his birth.
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BEN ROETIE

Ber Xoctle, manager of the Osk!
Herbor Branch of the Columbla Lum-
ber Company, hed been In busmess
slpee hp WAg years old when he
started a tfansfér ¢hneern in Oak Har-
bor. Hé later staried a lumbzr busi-
ness here, soid the transfer company
and lo 1930 gold out to the Columbla
Tumber Company end has since man-
aged the loca] yard.

Koetfe was born in Michigan In 1839,
His father came orlglnaly from Hol-
land and his mother was a Michlgan
ﬂ:ila They moved to Oak Harbor
Ben attended school here for 3 time
then begar working out. As woTking
on the tarm was not agreeable, he de-!
clded to toke up some sther sort of
work, s¢ began & transfer buslness o
1319, While operating the transfer
buglness, consideruble Iunber hauling
wag done fur the sawmill o{-.'ned by
Oharlle Mienkuls, snd when nis mill
was discontinued, Koetj2 decided to
atart B lumber yard te supply Oak
Harbor.

Barney Riksen, Charles ienhuis .
and Ben Koetle hegan the lumber yard d
in partnership, and in the following
year, Ben boaght out twe other two
wnd ran the buslness himself. He kept
the transfer until 1851 wten he sold it

Tp 1930 Kostje sold his lumbar husi-
ness to the Columbia Lumber Com-
hany and the Oak Harbor yabrd i oW
ons of the 14 yards contiolled by that
CcOMPAany.

©all the stock in the Columia Lum-
bes Company 18 owned by employers
and employes of the Company,” Kostie
exslained. “We employ shiee men at
the Galk Harbor branch.”

Benl M actlre in cormumunity affalrs
and was Instrumental n heiping start,
Cakx Harbor'ds voluniteer fre depart-
ment of which he was chief [or several
years. He er&jeoys travelllng and iwo:
years ago made a ttlp to Michlzan, the
plage of his Brth.




