
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Nov. 2, 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

EARL EGBERT ("POP") WADE 
 

E. E. Wade, proprietor of the Oak Sheet Metal Works, who has become affectionately known to Oak Harbor folks as "Pop," 

was born in 1877 at Elkader, Iowa, right in the midst of the "Big ear" corn belt. 

"I completed a four-year course of art at the Sioux College of Hard Knocks and was presented with a diploma for plumbing 

and sheet metal working," is Pop's summary of the early years of his life. 

He followed the plumbing and sheet metal work for several years in Iowa and North Dakota and came to Washington with 

his family twenty-six years ago. He has resided at Oak Harbor for twenty-three years. 

"Iowa is a wonderful state and always will be in my memory, Wade smiled, "However, this particular spot in Washington is 

by far my choice." 

He and Hannah L. Anderson were married at Stratford, Iowa, in 1900.  The Wades have five children, one of whom was 

born in Iowa, one in North Dakota and the rest at Oak Harbor. 

"As I recall it, my first dollar was earned washing carriages (a horse-drawn vehicle)," Pop said. "My particular hobby? Yes 

sir! I have several. One is attempting to stay in the clear of my 'goat-getters.' 

"Another is rearing a family--my chief pleasure. Last and least--eating." 

Pop Wade has been a councilman here for several years and is a member of Odd Fellows and Modern Woodmen. 

 

 


