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Directors: 

Publicity Director 

People who have held this position: Bev Bakos, Peggy Kimbell, Stephanie Rodden & John Cienki. 

The Publicity director is responsible for using whatever means are available to publicize activities of the 

Society, primarily placing meeting and event notices in local newspapers, e.g. The Whidbey 

Marketplace, the South Whidbey Record, The Whidbey News Times, The Whidbey Examiner, and the 

Everett Herald.  It includes updating local telephone directories, websites, and newspaper supplements 

to include the Society under “Clubs and Organizations.”  The Publicity Director distributes Society 

brochures and flyers to bulletin boards in public places on Whidbey Island.  At the 6/26/06 meeting the 

following locations were suggested: FHC, Chambers of Commerce, Clinton visitor centers, church 

bulletins, Post Offices, Senior Centers.  The Outreach Committee distributes brochures to Whidbey 

libraries. 

The Board has developed the following description to be used as a short, general description of GSSWI: 

The Genealogical Society of South Whidbey Island (GSSWI) has genealogy speakers at 

Trinity Lutheran Church from September through June at 1 p.m. on the 2
nd

 Monday.  

Visitors are most welcome.  Education classes and field trips are offered to members.  Our 

members are researching family genealogies all over the world.  Please see our website for 

more information. 

Website:  www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wagsswi  

Meetings:  1 p.m. 2
nd

 Mondays from Sept. through June at Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

E-mail:  genealogysociety@whidbey.com 

Mailing Address:  GSSWI; PO Box 1024; Freeland, WA 98249-1024 

Contacts:  Billie Barb (360-331-5715) or Ann Wright (360-579-2352) 

News Releases in Local Newspapers:  Keep copies of all releases so you’ll know what information you 

provided if they contact you. Keep a media notebook of all press clippings.  Find out the 

publication’s deadline date for submitting news releases and be sure to include the following 

information: 

 Organization: The Genealogical Society of South Whidbey Island (GSSWI) 

 Event and Speaker 

 Date: day, month, date, year 

 Time 

 Location: Trinity Lutheran Church Chapel & Community Building – detailed 

directions are on our website 

 Costs and/or deadlines 

 Our website address: www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wagsswi  

  Contact phones: Billie Barb (360-331-5715) or Ann Wright (360-579-2352) 

 Email address: genealogysociety@whidbey.com  

Bev Bakos has developed a current, comprehensive schedule of contacts, requirements, and 

deadlines that is found in the Publicity Director’s Job Guidelines notebook.  Details below may 

have been changed. 

1. The South Whidbey Record - The Record offices are located in Bayview.  Meeting with the 

staff will prepare them for our notices and for inclusion in the “Social & Service Meetings - 

monthly”.  E-mail editor@southwhidbeyrecord.com  Be sure to meet the deadline for notices.    

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wagsswi
mailto:genealogysociety@whidbey.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wagsswi
mailto:genealogysociety@whidbey.com
mailto:editor@southwhidbeyrecord.com
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By request GSSWI meetings will be included in the S. Whidbey Schools & Events Calendar 

which comes out in August and the Whidbey Island almanac. 

2. The Whidbey News Times – Submit a notice through the website 

www.whidbeynewstimes.com click on “submit your event” for their form.  There is a web 

form for this.. 

3. Whidbey Marketplace and Community Journal – Offices are located at 6300 Storkson 

Drive Suite 2A (behind the Chevron off Bob Galbreth Road) – phone is (360) 341-5010.  For 

event information e-mail editorial@whidbeymarketplace.com.  Check submission form and 

instructions under “submissions” and “deadlines” at www.whidbeymarketplace.com  

4. Whidbey Examiner – Submit a notice through the website www.whidbeyexaminer.com 

click on “Submit News & Events” for their form.  There is also a section for our short 

statement under community organizations on their website.  Jerry Case has submitted our 

information for this 

MacGregor’s Whidbey Island Phone Book.  This book comes out early in August.  Contact them to 

get GSSWI into the Clubs & Organizations section in the front of the book.   

Special Events/seminars:   

Newspapers: Determine newspaper coverage policy for events.  Would they send a reporter or 

photographer? Can you submit photos with an article? 

Washington State Genealogical Society Newsletter: To be included in “Upcoming Events”, 

Check the WSGS Newsletter for deadlines and email address at 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs/wsgssocs.htm .  Also to other Societies in the area. 

Brochures and flyers: 

FHC, Chambers of Commerce, Oak Harbor & Clinton visitor centers, church bulletins, Post 

Offices, Senior Centers, ferry terminals 

Feature Articles in The Record: Try to get publicity through more feature articles.  Several articles 

have been published: 

 “Discovering the Past” Harriet DeWolfe 4/26/2006 

 “Freedom Bound” Doreen Johnson & Laura Roetcisoender 3/10/2004 

 “Obituary Collection a Historical Triumph” Ralph Seefeld 3/15/2003 

 

http://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/
mailto:editorial@whidbeymarketplace.com
http://www.whidbeymarketplace.com/
http://www.whidbeyexaminer.com/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wasgs/wsgssocs.htm
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Stephanie L. Rodden and John J. Cienki  
Genealogical Society of South Whidbey Island  
Co-Directors of Publicity 2008  
March 2008  

Publicity! That’s an activity to take us back to our New York (but not Madison Avenue) roots! Our 
objective is to get the word out to the public about the great programs our Society has to offer, from 
monthly meetings with great speakers and educational programs, field trips, to special seminars, not to 
mention the company of like-minded people interested in sharing information about researching our 
own histories.  

The Director(s) of Publicity participate in board meetings of the Society, both as contributors and as 
recipients of information to disseminate to the public. Our Program Chair has lined up eminent 
speakers an array of fields to appeal to our intellectual and practical interests, and they all deserve to 
attract as many members and future members as possible. In addition, it’s important to keep in contact 
with the Education Directors, who offer a range of classes for beginning and more advanced 
genealogical researchers, based on the changing needs of Society members. Field trips are also an 
important component of our offerings, with a variety of venues showcasing different types of 
genealogy-related resources in our area.  

Now for the down-to-earth part: the Publicity team needs to know which news sources will publish 
news releases about us, and what their deadlines are. Sometimes, in spite of filling out their forms 
directly online or by email, errors do occur, and we try to rectify these problems.  

For those of us newer to Whidbey Island, it can be a challenge to get notices into as many possible 
news sources. Our best sources have included the South Whidbey Record (Langley) and their insert, “On 
Whidbey, The Whidbey Examiner (Coupeville), Whidbey News Times (Oak Harbor), and Whidbey 
Marketplace & Community Journal. We have also listed our events on the Oak Harbor Chamber of 
Commerce website calendar. Starting in April we will aim for inclusion in the Everett Herald Examiner as 
well as “Senior Currents,” which is an insert in the South Whidbey Record and the Whidbey News Times. 
We welcome suggestions for other sources for publicizing our events.  

This just in! We are proud to be a part of this energetic and talented group of people, and to share all 
the benefits with members by publicizing our activities. Who knows, maybe we’ll find more notorious 
characters in our lineage, or at least expand our knowledge of our own histories. Besides, we can share 
our bond of interest in genealogy, and enjoy coffee and goodies every month too! 

From the 2007-2008 GSSWI newsletter 



23 May 2009 Page 4 of 11  



23 May 2009 Page 5 of 11 



23 May 2009 Page 6 of 11 

 



23 May 2009 Page 7 of 11 

 



23 May 2009 Page 8 of 11 

 



23 May 2009 Page 9 of 11 



23 May 2009 Page 10 of 11 

 

 



23 May 2009 Page 11 of 11 

 


