“Today, genealogy ranks second only to porn
as the most searched topic online. According
to a January 2012 report by market research
firm Global Industry Analysts, an estimats
84 million people around the world spend
anywhere from $1,000 to $18,000 a year i\
search of their ancestors. Visitors to onlir=
genealogy sites are mostly white women, 55
and older, who browse the Internet from
home—or, says [Ancestry.com PR Director
Sean) Pate, “your Aunt Betsy, who's got &
real rabid appetite for digging into family
roots.” It's a demographic projected to giow
36 percent by 2020, three times as fast a
any other group.”

-Bloomberg Businesswe ek

s Common Hoaxes
= Known culprits
so Original Sources
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s Charles Henry Browning (1841-1923)

s Charles Arthur Hoppin (1866-)

% Horatio Gates Somerby (1805-1872)

s Harriet (Bainbridge) De Salis (1829-1908)
o Frederick Adams Virkus (1879-1955)

s Brian Leese (1931-1989)

s Orra Eugene Monnette (1873-1936)

% John S. Wurts (1876-1958)

% Gustave Anjou (1863-1942)

% Louis Raphael Nardini, Jr
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Harriet (BOW) De Salfl (18294908)
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Frederick Ma ms Virkus (1879-1955)

of Amenca a genealog;cai encyclopedla of the Umted States,
published in Chicago by A. N. Marquis (v. 1), F. A. Virkus (v. 2-3),
the Virkus Company (v. 4), and by the Institute of American
Genealogy (v. 5—7) 1925-1942,

Brian Leese (1931-1989) alias Baron de Breffny,

= Doesn’t appear to have published under his own name. But has
an ennre article devoted to hus fraudulent activities

. arlatan - The Activitie
s s Ne|| D Thompson
PhD, C.G., FASG, Genealo ical Journal, Special Issue,
Gggialoglcal Deception: Volume 19, numbers 1 & 2, pp. 77-80,




Orra Eugene Monnette (1873-1936)
ornia chronology : a i
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John S. Wurts (1876-1958)
s Magna charta, Philadelphia, Pa., Brookfield Pub. Co., (1942)

= Convicted forger (insurance fraud and
forgery in Sweden)

w  Lived in US under an assumed name
(wife’s maiden name)

=  Fees starting at $8,000 (in 1910 dollars!)
Later lowered to $200.

» Lied about his place of birth, his degrees,
his citizenship

o  Lived 1863-1942

http://en wikipedia org/wiki/Gustav_Anjou
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s Family Group Records Collection
o “Family Group Record Fraud™, Elaine C. Nichols, Genealogical
Journal, volume 19, 1 & 2

s Ancestry’s One World Tree
s | just copied it from the XXX database/book - Its on the
Internet/In print so it must be right

s Supposedly a collection of original records
o Period 1765-1795
o West Pennsylvania, southeast Ohio, west Maryland and north West
Virginia collected by W.F Horn of Topeka, KS
= Published in several PA newspapers and eventually as
a book.
= Declared bogus by a committee of historians even
before book was published.

= Several types of falsified genealogical records

Over 30 known Mayflower “hoaxes” in print including
Fictional IGI baptismal entries *
Claimed Royal Ancestry
Extra children

Extra marriages

«
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http://www.mayflowerhistory.com/ (Caleb Johnson's website)
http://faculty.ycp.edu/~tgibson/ 8Y/ y -htmi




Sir Bernard Burkes, 1814-1892
Ulster King of Arms
Registrar of the Order of St. Patrick,
Keeper of the State Papers of Ireland
Governor, National Gallery of Ireland
Barrister-at-Law of the Middle Temple
Publisher of BURKE'S PEERAGE
Romantic

s The Heirs of Anneke Jans
Bogardus vs. Trinity Episcopal
Church of New York City

The Humphrey Jennings Estate
The Lawrence-Towneley Estate

The Baker Hoax

The Francis Drake Estate

Plan of the Bogardus Property
svreets of lower Manhattan
(from Harper's New Monthly Magazine)
Agreen triangle has been added to mark modem-ay
Park.

‘supenmposed over the

The facts -
o Anneke Jans Bogardus - early Dutch Colonist - owned 62 acres on
Manhattan Island.
o 1671-her heirs sold to Governor Lovelace. All heirs signed the deed except
heirs of her son Cornelius Bogardus.
o Land presented by Lovelace to Trinity Episcopal Church

The lawsuits ~
o 1749&1757-a took forcible
when evicted Sued He lost - twice!
© 1784 -one of his grandsons tried the same thing and lost.
© 1830-John Bogardus sent a letter to all the descendants he could find
asking them for money to help with a suit. They contributed for 14 ol
years!.... they lost! r N

of the property and

The facts -
o William Jennings died June 1798 as an extremely wealthy bachelor.
o He left no will and no heirs of his body.
o By 1821 the estate had basically been settied. Everything went to Lord Coke.

The lawsuits/scams - ’
o Didn't really get rolling until 1847 }
o Continued until 1934,
o Last time this one was tried 1947,




s A touching story about John
Lawrence and Mary Towneley

s Eloped to America -Cruel

parents - Religious persecution.
= Repentant father - left ONLY

daughter an immense fortune.
s Heirs contacted in 1850s.

= 1888 - 38 years of “legal fees”
later -Frank Alden Hill -
exposed fraud- wrote book.

o 1900 - Lawrence descendants
in Texas - New York lawyer -
here we go again

The Baker Hoax

°
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Descendants or Relatives of
Jacob Baker of Philadelphia
Extremely Sophisticated Hoax
Went on for 30 years at least
Largest “heir hunt” in history
Only hoax where some
participants actually stood trial
-1937!

The Sir Francis Drake
Estate
o Dozens of schemes since late
1600s

o Focused on NY, NJ, PA
o Still occurs as an Internet
“discovery”

s Beatrice Bailey aka
so Family News
s Halberts of Bath Ohio

o Division of The Numa Corporation,
Akron, Ohio

o Subject of dozens of successful
lawsuits

o Put itself out of business around 2000

o Landed Gentry
Heritage Researchers

s> We've got your Family
(.com)

so FamilyDiscovery.net




Family History Information
(gengood2000 @ yahoo.com)
= They promise 5, 7 or 10 days
free trial but ask you for a
credit card or checking account
number

o The web site mentioned in the
e-mail has no customer service
mail link, and no toll-free
telephone number.

w© There is no such thing as a
family coat of arms!

s The right to bear arms is
granted to an individual

w» Sometimes granted with the
right to pass those arms to his
oldestson.

= Scottish Clans have clan

badges which all registered
clan members may use.

?n=Regstration Domestic




